David Cassidy — The teen idol at 50

Scripps Howard News Service

PASADENA, Calif. — He may
have been the sacred calf of the '70s,
but David C insists it's much
better to be part of the herd.

Hurled to fame by TV's smash

“The Partridge Family,” Cassidy
plummeted from a teen idol to &
booze-bedazzled veteran in just 12
Vears,

“Talent survives, bul the
may not,” he says over lu in a
quiet restaurant “I've seen so
many people self-destruct and at the
time — in 1986 — I was in the darkest,
most unhappy, most unhealthy
tphiace). I'd _]l.!ﬁt gotten out of a
dvorce. [ was broke. I was almost a
millicn dollars in debt. I'd Iﬁftallm_',f
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eadllmng performer in “Af
the Lupa a show he executive-pro-
duces and stars in at the Rio Casino
Resort in Las Vegas, and creator of
“The Ral Pack Is Back! plaving al
the Sahara in Vegas, Cassidy has
resurfaced in full force.

But his 268-mile jourtey from Hol-
lywood to Las Vegas makes Marco
Polo’s look like a Sunday walle

“That kind of life t& not what it's

cracked up to be” he s of the
celebrity flush following “The Par-
fridge Family “A lot of e aspire

Lo that, and T can enly tell thermr i ain't
all that i appears. IL was pretty sud-
den. In those days, network TV was
the only thing in tovn. There was no

video _.mﬁmﬂ&;{m 17
years younger were
watching television were watching
me, It was almost required viewing,
everyone has told me. That was a
really cool thing, It was all over the
world, too. T's been a life,
Ihave to say,” he shakes his head.
The fame brought with it money,
power mmmmmmh%ence “I was
never a " he says, placing
his fork down. “1 was just into exces-
Tom ok slom, i eveeymhipe.
" 1 . It was ;
the time. It was actually horrible. I
can’t think of anything more unpleas-
ant than being around a bunch of
stoned, smelly people who haven't
showered I can't characterize it by
any movie that one has seen, I can
mﬂwéamdxchmmte:m:tailtsmmu ‘;
e Was presen
enough to mﬁf@ the troupes of
women he attracted were not there
hecause of his sweet characler or

ty. “I didn't mind hang-
mguutmmmehkethat, he says,
shaking hig “But I knew — vinth

women — I knew. But that didn't mat-
ter to me. 1 ach.laﬂyh;relﬁt‘wm it I did-

't have ta
But it didn't work forever. Two sour

, adaughter out of wedlock,
no m:'rE no money and no possibili-
ties greeted Cassidy when he woke
up in the apartment of his best
fend's sister and looked hack on
mh?_ll hgdkt:;;:pened

& n an eager Eei@mg
when, 15 years bafore (just two weeks
out of high schoob), he'd auditioned
seven times for theater great George

hbhtﬂb&h'ehesnagged
in the mail room of the
Deering- Textile Factory, Cas-
sidy gave up the change to sereen test
gtiewwplag TV show in order to
Butﬂlepla:rdusedmthrwmka
“I called and said, Mty
And ithe agent) said, * ’msmdmgwu
aplane. I want yvou out here now’
“I was mamilmhedll Ii was the
of a college student. 1 was good,
T was way too . They cast an
actor by the name of MK
Michael Douglas. He was 20 and
looked 18 or 19" -
Still Cassidy, who was the sun of

at:tur Jack C and actress
Elmg TV
S]ID‘WS Lﬂw ‘Marcus Welby, el EI{E% N
“Bonanza,” and “The Mod Squad.

When “The
in which Cassidy was cast l'IIS
glepmother, Shi Jumma:mEd,
ﬁme predicted its massive popular-
ity

During the hysteria that iollowed,
2 i by Englang. e e orifnady
a “We m
in 1973 and dated then. She lived
there. Then we didnt see each other
for 13 vears, then we dated”

It was a series of mmrdies that
brought Cassidy back from the pur-
gatory he'd designed for himself
Through a friepd he managed to rent

a 12-year-old Chevy for S100 a month:
I'u! continued to live in the apartment
of his friend’s sster, and he began to
mn.

“Runring became very therapeu-
tic for me. 1 used to drive down to

just on for more

Venice. Most of the running [ be
doing was to keep me from fal
lwldmal:e:tmyjd)bemum

I didn't have a job. I'd run six
week. [ ran in Venice where re
were a lot of homeless people. 1 had
ﬁmnnandwmﬁ sz them and

ught, ‘If 1 don't do this, that's
where I'm going to be Td say, ‘I'm
that close. gmug,keepgmng.’l
made that my mantra,”

A chance teeting with an a
a restaurant offered Cassi he
thance to perform with Laurence
Olivier back in London. “I got an an
airplane and was there for seven
months and paid back all the debt. [
had the confidence that 1 believe
every actor has who believes in some-
thing beyond getting lucky. If you can
1 15 min-
utes. a ot of confidence in
myseil and my work. It bailed me out.
From that Iwent and made a record.
lhndahitmcmﬂ,andgotaplm.sh

ing deal
When he returned to the states he
starred with his halfbrother, Sean, in
the play, “Biood Brothers,” a success-
ful huirn which shimned the show-busi-
Te5s Comuminity.
After that he took over for Michael
Crawford role in the Vegas extrava
i —
a5l pears nightly in
‘opa” wﬂhasslwma Easton.
I‘U'e had a chance t¢ really evahs
ate it,” he savs of his life =0 far “And |
think T've gol a double E ticket, For
that, T feel very rtunate. The highs
have been incredibly high and the
foews have boon really protty loa™



