‘Partridge Famﬂy 1dol leaves the nest

BY JIM FARBER
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When David Cassidy checks

inta the Mayflower Hotel, he needs
po aligses and warta none. In fet, the
while pount of his trip here — along
with his trek to 16 other cies n as
many days — I8 1o comvince radio
peuple and the press thal afler 20
viars af fiving in the shadow of "The
Partridge Family's” velveleen bell-
boltoms, he 15 no longer a human
dumple,

“Are people going 1o thiok I'm
coal™ he wonders, Wil they think
I'm lame™ Or pusl a aovetty?”

The strain of such geesbons, and
the travel required to answer them,
doezn't show with Casaidy, bat it's
bepinming Lo be felt, Shumpmg mio a
chair cveriooking Central Park, he
=y5, "One forgets thet one =o't 19
whymare.”

LOOKING AT HIM, oac could
wanly forgel that, ten Though Cas-
suly turned 40 this year. he still
twinkles, A fevw seiea lines may mar
his wide, eager fave, bul he emilas
=il Dash and his shag sl shines,

What's different about Cassidy
ioday from the guy he was 10 years
ago is that he no longer launches
o pitched speochea about what a
misundersiood arist be is,

On this irip down Lhe possible
comeback trail, bolsiered by the
sppegrages next manth of his first
TS albwe refeass in 12 years, Cas-
sidy fimally seems willing 1o socept
s old self. “Ninety percent of whal
I did back then, | ook back and
embrace," be says

These days he grandly refers lo
s old “Partridge Family” TV show
{an instart hit m 1990) as “the last
gasp af innocenxe in Amenta,”

The last belch, crites mught ay.
OF gatrse, Cassidy himself claimg
that ad the time he alsn had esndlict-
ing feelings abowt the show. When
recording such chirpy Partridge
Fammly hits as *1 Think 1 Lowe Yo
the singsr maintains: 1 was going 1o
Hendrix conceris. | was playmg in
biwes bands™

Disvid Cassidy

Even now, Casady bnistles when
peaple compare hes career =ith that
of Doany Oemérd, Growing up, Cas-
sidy msasts, "Donny and | were the
antithesis of each olher, He was all
of that tinnocent suaffl. 1 was wald,
wery reballisue, 8 troublemalker.™

CASSIDY SAY¥E he didn't
straighten eut until lete in his teens,
at which lime he Look up acting,
eventually landing the parl as the
wepny-bap idol of a generalion.

The first time he gol a chance o
art as anyibing viher than Keith
Partridge in pubdic was his infamous
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of “Partridge Family” fame recantly turnad 20

1572 Rolling Stone ieterview, which
came complete with confessions of
drug spress and pear-naked photos.
"It was the hrst e people heard
my wice,” he says.

Alter that, Cassidy Lried (o get
rock respect with several albume in
the md-Tls, but nove proved con-
vincing. After deing regional
hiater, spme TV, and making ore
of tws sueeessinl slbume in Eng-
land, Casmdy's first U5, deal i
more than a decade came 850 fluke.

When two wisecracking degjaya
slarted making fun of hin or Loa's

“Are people
going to think I'm
cool? Will they
think I'm lame?

Or just a
novelty?”’

D Casgichy

KLOS lasi year, Casauly (who hap-
EEned ta be hetening) decided to call
wp ard get in on The joke.

The deejays inviled lum down, and
Cassidy apent same four hours on
the aar, during which 1ime he took
ll’l‘flp]‘l'll’llmil._\' [54] Fi'l_ﬁ""ll’!‘{‘-lfﬂ'.‘llll.‘i
ke'd been warking on. “By Lhe end
of the Four hours, | had three
separate offers™ from record com-
pamies, Cassidy boasis

SINCE THAT TIME, Caszidy has
been sending wp his ersalz pryche-
delw: past at pobitically sy eventa
= (he Inlernetional Rock Awasds,
The: New Music Semmar, and MTV's
¥uteo-Mugie Awards. The lasti-
named event even fealured a
rewnion with Partndge sister Susan

To forther embrace hs cuddly his-
tory, Cissidy Soys o he gets (he
chance o lour for the new album
{which sourds Mke an even less aub-
stantial Bop Jowve), he'll perform
soveral obd Partridge Famaly faves
Enough tme has elapsed, be fecis,
and anyway, The world seems more
forgiving of former teen idols these
Eaye,

Jusat look at last vear's shock
cormebeck of Donny Qemgnd,

Sull, Cassidy says he's nod sur-
prised by Donny's resurrector “1f
you've sald as many records aa
Darny hag, o as 1 did, people will
alwaye wanl to hear you,” lhe
simger 38¥5 im dead parnest “There
wall always be people who'll think
you're cool.”

Or at the very least, who'll think
you're cue,



