Radio still power
in disc world

NEW YORK — Radio and lelevision, which somelimes
seem like rivals for everyman’s altention, aclually can
work together for mutual advantage. Take the case of David
Cassldy, as narrafed by Larry Utial, president of Bell Rec
ords, on which the singing star appears.

"“David was not a star al the beginning of The Parl-
ridge Family Show an television,” Uttal decleared. “He
hecarne a slar by having a hit record on radio.

*Screen Gems Television, which Is a division of Colum-
bia Pictures Indusiries, had created the show. It was to
be about a singing family but no one knew when they cast
David whether he was going to be able to sing. We thought
we might have to syneh his volee,” (Synch means synehro-
nize, having someone sing on a soundtrack while the per
former seen mouths the words.) . ,

However, the shew's producer came to Utial, he said, i ki ;
and urged, “Lel's try him. 1 think he can do it.” DA?ID_ CASsIDY

Betl, another divigon of Calumbia, in Joly, 1980 o was ~ 7 than Livinast«
on Bell, another division of Columbia, in July, :

a hit record on radio withln a monih. 1t eventually seld two ona d g

million copies, The Partridge Family Show itsclf didn't he '| . 1
gin until Septembar and 1hat song didn’t appear on the fl m IS Si‘l‘lCﬂY fOI’ I
show until November, By thal (ime David Cassidy was an By WILLIAM E. SARMENTO

established singing star. Sun Drama Critic
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