David Cassidy Grants Exclusive At-Home Interview

He Is Not Happy with Person

By BARBARA LEWIS
(Pop Scens Service)

LOS ANGELES (PSS) -
David Cassidy sat curled u
in an easy chair in the living
room aof his simple rancl
house in “The Valley," a
that section of this sprawling
city is kmown here, He was
wearing «cutoff  jeans ang
apologized for his appearance.

“I've been painting,” he
smid as 1 stared around ar
the walls to ohserve his works
of art.

"'MNo,"" he apologized again,
“I've been painting the
wopdwork and trying to get
the house in shape."

And that's how Dawvid
Cassidy, idel to millions of
squealing young stars around
the world, spends his time
when he's not working. And
he's, heen not working 2 lot
lately, a state of affairs sell-
imposed,

He Resents

Cassidy rasents allegations
of a changing image, but that
apparenily was an underlying
factor behird his rest. There
are no fans more fickle than
those who devole their distant
adoration o stars like
Cassidy. An idol lesser than
he would have been self-
satisfied. But the youthful-
looking performer, taking a
backward plance at his
career, said there were many
wrong moves made in what
was meant to be in his behalf.
Now he's aiming at an altered
COUrse,

With a little prodding he
reflected that he would not
be a David Cassidy fanm, i
in fart he were noi David
Cassidy. Very deftly he
gwivels past questsions thal
would clarify his statement.

“let's just say that I was
given material t6 do that
1 would pot have selected {or
myel.” And then with the
polish of someone accustomed
to giving apprupriate an-
swers he added, *I am of
eourse grateful to all those
who helped me and worked
with me over lhe wyears. 1
feel, however, that 1 must
now select other material,
and I am doing some af my
own writing. 1 have & new
producer, Rick Jarrard, and

8 new single, ‘Daydream,’
front the Jobn Sebastian
catalogue.'

Cassidy also blames his
would-be dislike of himself on
articles that have hbeen
printed about him, particu-
larly in fan magazines.

“They were always writing
things about me that were
not true. They wanted inter-
views, and when T didn"t do
them, they would write about
me anyway,"” he said ruefully.
“At any rate, I would not
like the person that they were
writing about.”

It"s not terri surpri
that Cassidy is h;yreswrl?}r ﬂﬁ
he readily admits that he has
not done any interviews for
longer than he can remember
for certain,

He's also rather Inac-
cessible. For example, lel me
reconstruct the procedure |
wenl through before Cassidy
pressed  the buzzer which
Awung open the electronjeslly-
controlled gates that protect
him from the fans thai would
camp on his doorstep if thev
couid get thal close, -

I bad done an interview in
London with Beatle Pauyl
McCartney in which he ex.
plained why he wms =g
anxious o keep on working
although he eould rotire on
his earnings and his laurels.

MeCartney Sald

“I den’t want to be someane
who was . . . " McCartney
said. “David Cassidy is now.
People here are screaming
for David Cassidy. They don't
pass him an the street and
gay, 'you know who he used
to be. " McCarmey also went
tn te say in reference o
Cassidy, “kids are only
interesied in what's now —
not whal was. Adults are
interested in what was, 1
don't want to stay away from
the public and say that 1 was
a Beatle, David Cassidy says,
T AM DAVID CASSIDY." And
right now, he has it all over
m;:."h —

thought was
Impressive, Paul Hc{:f;c:tet;
who has singles and alhums,
past and present, on all types
of music charls, save that

Cassidy has it all over him.
T thought Cassidy and his
fickle fans would Jike {0 know
about it as well.

[ returned from London and
called Cassidy’'s recerd

.

\

“I'M NOT TRYING io creale a new David Cassidy, I'm

just letting the old one do what he wanted to,” (he super star
nf “The Partridge Family"” revealed in an at-home imierview.

vompany in New York. Bell
Records was delighted 1o hear
what McCartney thought of
Cassidy, but he doesn't do
interviews, they said. Try
calling %s manager, Ruth
Aarong, they suggested.
Secretary Impressed

Not only did I call Ruth
Aarons, I flew tw California
and called. She was never in
and never returned the calls.
Her secretary was also im-
pressed with McCartney's
endorsement, but reiterated
that Cassidy does not do
interviews.

I called the public relztions
office of ABC television, the
network on which “The Par-
tridge Family” appears. No
problem, - they said, they
would call Ruth Aarons,
Agein no response from her.
I tried reaching Casslidy
throvgh producer Wes Farrell
end later learned that Cassidy
no longer considers Farrel)
his producer.

[n the course of mv travels
I mentioned the problems
in reaching him and well-
meaning associates said they
had comtacts with those who
had contacts. Nothing.

As luck will have it, T was
baving dinner one evening at
the Bisiro, a chic, expensive
Beverly Hilla restaurant fre-
fquernted by Hollywood's elite,
Bob Elliott of Screen Gems,
which produces

Partridge Family," was there
#Znd 1 repested to him the
efforts 1 had exerted to each
Cassdy.

Cassidy Met

“Do you want to meet him,
he's here,” Elliott said,
deparung without waiting for
an answer. He relurned mo-
ments later with Cassidy, who
was elegantly dressed im a
brown wvelvet sulk with a
rulfled shirt.

"I've boen wanting to mee[
vou," Cassidy said, extending
his hand. *! heard about the
MeCartney interview, and I'd
love to know more.”

He repeated his dislike of

interviews but sugpested
nonetheless that T come to
his home. He had hired a
new publicist, Bob Levinson,
and said he would have him
make the arrangemenis.
_ 5o, there we were sitting
in his living rcom, ralking
about McCarloey for whom
he bas the greatest admira-
tion. At one (ime, he sald,
it had been sngpgested ta him
that McCartney mughi de
some things for him.

He was hesitant to impozg,
he said and furthermore,
while he was enormonsiy
flattered by McCartney's
accolades, he thought it wouid
be mosi presumptucus  to
capilalize on them.

This is his last year with
“The Partridge Fa:iiu'y." His
contract calls for him to do

“The |24 more sezments. and he ic

fullilling s ebligation, Witk
an assertion of loyalty and
pragmat:sm, he explams that
*The Pariridge Family" was
responsible for s huge sue-
cess, but he feels it has run
ils course with him.

“They won't replace me.
After all, you can't suddenly
gay thiz is Keith, when he
dogsn't even lodk like the
Keith I've been plaving for
yvears. 1 don't know whal
they'll de ]l either go away
to school or maybe they'll kill
me aff in an automobile aeci
dent, ar something.”

Cassidy himself, never wenl
away (p school. He spent one
semesler at Los  Angeles
Commurily College, mo! far
from his home, and then left.
1 had not planned on asking
him about his entry into show
business. Thay type of inter-
view is done only wilh a
newcomer. Backpgrounds on
stars are either generally
known or printed in “bigs.”
But he valunteerad the infor-
mation himeelf.

Mail Room Start

“1 went to New York and
got a job in the mail room
of & iextile house while 1
studied acting and singing
with David Craig. 1 gor =
pari in 'Fig Leaves Are
Falling.” playing Dorothy
Louden apd Barry Nelson's
son and guit my job in (he
mall room."

He did some (elevision spots
on programs like “Ironsices,”
und then pod the role as Kaith
in “The Partridge Family,”
which brings us tp the pres-
enl.

What about the future lor
David Cassidy? The imme-
diate future 1z taken up with
completing the [ingl sepment
ol |he Parindpe series, and
then he's off on a world-wide
concert lour.

“I"d like to do a him il
the situation arises,” he said
with {he caution of semeone
who has a deal in the works,
but believes iIl's nremature to
WISCUSS fl.

Will there be a new Dawid
Cassidy?

“No. ['m not irymg fo
create a rew David Cassidy.
I'm just letting the old one
do what he wanted to. | have
ne regrets. I've had a fan
tastic three or four years. [
am very soon approgching a
place in the rcad where my

‘I Really Wasn’t’

paths are pgaing 1o fork. |
just wanl 1o do something
different, not drastically dil-
ferent. 1 had no conirol over
my image

“The fan mags wrote about

me what they wanted and
even pow they have tn mind
16 make (I seem there is a
new David Cassidy. I don't
read them. I'd cnly eat my
BUIS ouL"

One of his four cals — he
also has several dogs —
Jumped Imte his lap and
purred. As Cassidy strpked
him gently he said, "“I'm not
hostile. [ don't bear any
resentment. There has been
s0 mmuch written about me
that [ can't un-write. Me. the
person T am now, will be a
hittle more cautipus.”



