By Peer . Oppenbeimer

Shirley Jones:

How Women's Lib Has
Made My Marriage Better

y dale with Shirley fones was for
3 p.m. al the Beverly Hills
Hotel's Polo Lounge. When 1

showed up five minutes carly. Shickey was
alrendy wailing. A bit vousud for an ag-
tress. But then, Shirley Jones is one of the
more ynustl people in Hollywood. That's
why her separation from actor Jack Cas-
sidy came as suck a shock te her friends
and funs. Shirley says they anc recoaciled
now—s0 that's why | phrascd my first ques-
tion in the past tense.

EAMILY WEEKLY: Do you think “Holly-
wood™ was respensible for your split-up?
SHIRLEY: 1 think our splii-up had abso-
luzely nothing to do with show busincss.
[t is the time we are living in. Marriage is
becoming absolete. The way we live today,
it"s hard to maintain & marniage.

FW: In what way?

SHIRLEY: Well, wornen ave liberated, and
men aren't too thrilled about it We've be-
come more individualistic. We try 1o be,
we want 10 be os individoalistic as a mam,
FW: Docs that mean that il yoo hadn’t
gotten married 1o Jack, you would just
wanl to live with him and have children by
him without Lhe benefit of marriage? ©
SHIRLEY: Ne, Maybe if 1 were younger
[ would feel that way. Bur not wilh my
packground, I can't change that vapidly.
FW: Then what brought about the crisiy
in vour marrisge?

SHIRLEY: When 1 bepan to assert myself,
1o make my own decisions. It was a matter
of my growiog up, maturing in my own
way. § was very young when I marded,
and eventually 1 had to grow up, become
more apinionated, Let’s face i — become
more mature. 1t was a pradual thing. 1
didn't just change overnight.

FW: U've known you ever since you came
to Hollywood, 2nd U've never seen you lose
your 1erper. Does his mean you've ac-
quired a wemper?

SHIRLEY: T'm not a screumer (unless I'm
screamed at). but 1 e more capable of
lasing my temper now, Aod thuls why 1
think my martiage to Jack is betler now
than it was before.

FW: What do you mean?

SHIRLEY: it used to take me too long to
speak up. to let po. My husband loves a
good fight. Before, he never had anyone to
fight with a1 home, He does now!

FW: Shirley Jones has always been iden-
tified with wholesomeness. What wus the
reaction of your Iricnds and fans when
you were separated?

SHMIRLEY: There was no chonge m my
frivnds. Well, except [or men—obviously.
EW: Why?

SHIRLEY: Suddenly I swas uvailable. I'd
been marrded for 16 yaars, It was a new
warld for me.

FW: Did you like it?

$HIRLEY: Buing available was interesting
for a while. 1t was a different way of life,
and I enjoyed it. But then going back to
the cat-and-meuse game was kind of a
bore, Honestly, I dida’t realize people still
seted like that!

FW: How did your children take the
separation?

{Editor’s nate: Shisley and Jack Cassidy

“My husband [oves a good light.
Before, he never had anyone
to fight with at home.

He does now!"”’

have thres sons, Shaun, 14, Paudck, 10
and Ryan 7.]

SHIRLEY: Of course they realized what
was happening, and they took it finc to 2
point.

FW: Meaniog?

SHIRLEY: They didn't like my dating. But
that's because they're boys, and I am their
mother.

FW: What about your fans? How did they
react?

SHIRLEY: Most of them said Jack and 1
shouid get back together again for the sake
of 1he children—and mostly for David's
sake! [Editor’s note: David Cassidy is
Jack’s son by his ficst marriage.]

FW: How did David take your separation?
SHIRLEY: He wns very unhappy about i,

but he didn't do anything o interfare, ex-
cept to vocalize his dispicasvre.

FW: What did you laurn [rom your scpara-
tion?

SHIALEY: 1 learncd that you can’t chanpe
anybody., Thar's something 1 should huve
known from the very beginning, In other
werds, i [ jove Jack—aad T do—I simply
hawve 12 accepl him ag he is. And once T
accepted (his [ knew that our marriage
would e sironger than i1 was before.
FW: You say that peopls don't change.
But didn't you just well me that you had
chunged?

SHIRLEY: well, that's different. Women's
Lib or not, ! guess if anyone changes in a
mareiage. il is casier if its the womaa,
FW: With David bBeing so popuiar, bow do
you keep your other children from feeling
lef1 out?

SHIALEY: First of all, by pointing out
thut what is happening Lo David is 2 once-
in-u-jiferime thing. And more imporlunt,
it is David himsell who keeps them from
becomning jealous.

FW: How?

SHIRLEY; David's miserable most of the
time! They see that he has abselutely no
privacy. He can’t do anything be wants
10 do. They know he hus money, but his
life is a moghine run by others, He cun't
fo whese he wants, do what he wanls.
FW: Docs this mean ke will eventually give
up being a performer?

SHIRLEY: I think the seoner the beticr, as
far as he is concemed. He eveatoally wants
10 produce records hinwsell, He's already
easing into it. That's whit he loves most,
And he mukes those weekend stings be-
cause he loves music so much. As for “The
Partridge Family™ show. he just puls up
with it. [U's become a chare for him.,

FW: Duws thls mean that your other chil
dren don't want 10 become performers?
SHIRLEY: MNao. Bul 1 wan't let them until
they're old cnough o run thuir own lives.
FW: Why?

SHIRLEY: Because | think that being in
show business isn't gooed for young people.
FW: Do your boys agree with you?
SHIRLEY: MNa The oldest boy waals lo
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Shirlcy and her husband Jack Cassidy
were separated, bul have recently reunited,

Be a singer in a rock "o zoll group. Tle ul-
ready performs al school, and he anad three
other kids have recenty played for three
Rar Mitzvahs at $300 cach. They call
themselves *White Lightning.” Nowadays
they practice at & neighbor's house, bul
they used ra praclice at our house. My
days were like episodes out of “The Par-
ridge Family.” Like one day when I was
driving home, 1 heard this horrible noise.
The closer to home I got, the louder it
got. And when T drove down my alley, T
realized it was coming from my garage! It
was horrendous!

FW: Any compluints?

SHIRLEY: Compluints! Not only did the
neiphbors compluin, the police wertved! So
[ tald them they were no fonger w0 practice
in the gerage.

FW: And they accepied this?

SHIRLEY: Mot at first. They wanted o
pructice in the bedroom, but I put a stop
to thut, Finally one of the kids talked his
parcais into soundproefing their garage,
and 1hat's taken care of itwat least for the
tinwe being,

FW: What is Jack doing now?

SHIRLEY: He just finished a pilot—"Me-
Masters of Swectwater”—in which he plays
aieacher from Bosion who comes to teack
schoo! m the West, My anly fear s that it
is loo pood, and the nciworks wan'™ ke
it. But if they do. T think i will be a hit.
FW: And then both you and Jack will have
cverything yau ever wanted?
SHIRLEY: We have enough now. m




