there. 1'tell you it's scary and It's {right-
ening bul | love those girfs,

"l really do, and 1 think ' Because
i understand therm. Mary of them have
reached -thal age, 14 or 15, whese |'ve
become their fisl love. They ideniiy
with me, | know it's all vicacions. But
they don‘t. They fanlasize a lot. Thoy
‘dream of me. They talk o me. They
think of me..U'm pant of their dream
world, All kids "have dwam worlds.
Roys want o grow up to bhe greal
athietes, Girls wanl lo grow up and take
goad ouys for gond husbamds,

“You azk me how | feel abom the
millions of fittle girls who would gladly
tear me to pleces for a souvenied | love
them, because they're good and whale-
some, and they regpard me as safe and
trustwarthy, | can [vel the spirdl across
the footlights. Those peeple oul there,
those kids wha, come 1o hear me sing—
they love me. And | try (o returm their
fove, And maybe it sounds hakey and
cormy, but | feel it's genuine. Maybe
when | get alder and more sophisti-
cated, Pl nan cynical, Bur right row
I*m ot I'm a realist, 've been in show
husiness far years,

“As you know | came frum a show

business family. | know about ups and
downs. This is one of my up-pericds,
| think Vzn taking @t In stride despite all
the pressures.’’

Pressures increase

What are the pressures which con-
fromt 2 young man who virlually aver-
night hecomes a top tecmage idal ha,»
appearing on a weekly TV serics, re-
cording two albums, and cotiing o hit
singles, 'l Think | Lave You" and
“Coasn't  Somebody Want Te Be
Wanted?”

First, comes the danger of 1.: king him-
self too serfously, of going on an ego
trip, of mistaking luck for 1alent, of suc-
cumbing 1o the swellad haead.

To date, the virus of comeeil has not
infecled  young Cassidy. He remains
likabla, considerate, polite, seems to
mafntain. an inner self-composure be-
neath an extefior of shviness.

Presley’s patiern

1 thiak," ha says, “'m-pretty level-
headed. | expect success 1o change me
but ot to spoil me, | never droamed
this sort of thing would happen 1o me.
Twa veais ago [ Wwas jusl another young
acler trying to gel a break, tying to
fmprove his skil'. Then | caught on

" How long will ihis popularity lastt 1

don't know.

| expect that | may rapeat the Presley
patlern, not exactly like Elvis, but some-
thing similar. ¥'m going to peak, then
'm going o go down and level off.
And then hopefully, | can regenerate
myself and have people ook at me not
so much a5 an idol, Like { Jdon't think
thay look at Clvis now as an fdal, He's
sari of buill-in ke he%s a good per-
former, a good singer. And | think I'm
as equally equipped as he s W with-
stand the pressures of this business.

“1 still want to 2ci, you know. That's

how b started i playing dramalic paris -

on a lot of TV shaws, Marcus Wolly,
Muod Sguad, The FBl--bur | know 1
never stop singiog. Whether | end up
selling records is annther thing, but |
knew Pl stll make out, stll make
singles, still rmake records, My voice has
grown and malured over the last twa
years. IUs 2 lot boler now than it was.
fou know, I'm pleased with it | think
| sing Faiely well ™

David Cassidy was horn into a show
business family in New York Cily on
April 12, 1950, and nuriured on celeh-
ity and personal lwbulence which
often accompanies it. 4is parents, aclor
lack Cassidy and actress-singer Evelyn
Ward, were divorced when he was 5.
His mother subsequently marred and

%
1

Excited New York pirks drown out all music as David Cassidy pelfnrmi bot o

ane seems o carc. Audiences such as this make him taday’s hottest perfomrer.

David’s lather Jank Cassidy nffored adwce ”Dﬂn‘t be sory
you were in & fop, youll never learn as much from a hit”

: ; ro
David’s TV .fam;.'r Shirley !nnes‘ David's stepmather i real
iife, piays the mother of five children in “Partridge Famify.™

divorced a sccond hushand, director
Flliat Silverstein.  His father married
actiess Shirley Jones who plays his
mother in The Farlridge Famify.

Like mdny children of Hollywood,
Cassidy encountered schoal ireuble, *
cauldr't make the grade at a Tot of pub-
lic schoots,” he gdmits, "Crmersen junior
High, Hamiton High, Uni High, but
finally did well s Rexford, a privite
school in Beverly Hills, | graduated and
then lock a semester a1 Los Angeles
City College. But 1 left. | Just didn’
wapt o hecome anything at the fme,
Luckily | had & high draft mmber, 346,
sa there wasn't much danger of my be-
ing drafied.”

In Broadway flop

After dropping out af Les Angelos
City College, David waorked with the
Las Angeles Theatre Group, appeared
in summer stock and won a costaning
role in his first Broadway musical, Fhe
Fig Leaves Are Falling. 1t bambed in
less than 3 week which prompied his
father 1o 1ell him, "Don't be 0o sory
you wers in a flop; you'll never leain
as much from a hic”

Navid owever traded oo his family
name, When he tried out for The Par-
tridge Farmify, the producers weren't

aware af his show business parenta&n
They didn't even ask him 1a sing. Thuy
bought his looks, best described by his
press agent Jim Flood as “icpresenting
a posilive sexual qualily, & youthful,
clean-cut appeal which is neither physi-
cally nor emotlonally threalening Lo
woung gith,” .

The “Cassidy Look™ is frankly an-
dragynons, It combines the appeal of
an inmocent boy with the pretlingss of
a young girl. David's TV sland-in sig-

aificantly engugh is a 23-year-old girl

named Jan Freeman.

Atape 22 ilis uniikely lh1l David will
outgraw his "look” for some time,
What then lies in siore for him; a
lengthy carecs as a ieenyboppor iduli‘

The show hiz experls estimale that
the success span of a contemporary

. teen heart'hiob ranges from two 1o

three years unless his Image is rein-
forced by periodic motion picture ex-
posune. ’

Without featuro films, Dawid Cas-
sidy's time on tap is limited, which is
probably why he's making it while he
can—not only in his concert appoar-
ances but in bubble gum, TV residuals,
and of course, in David Cassidy love
kits which consist of phatos and the
siary af David's fife—price, ene doflar.



