David Cassidy becomes

a teeny-bop
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Somebady ance said of David
Cogsidy that he looks like a
person whose high schoel
guldance comnselor predictad

he had a fulure as o teen-nge i
edal.

It's a good like amd everybody
in the room laaghs at it —
Cazsidy, the interviewer, Lwo
press agents, a girl writer from
Ralling Stone who iz fallowing
himy around for several days
and & couple of people who
work for Cassidy, Cassidy
related it when asked whether
he sel out to become a teeny-
bepper idol. ‘*Mo. Doee
anybody? Can you imagine
somebody saying, “Someda
I'm guing to be @ teen idol?
never ever did.”

Bul Cassidy is an ldal, to pre-
Leens and even little girls more
than to teen agers. AL his
Madison Sgquore Gardsn con-
cerd, sobd out Lhree days alter
tickets wenl on sale, many
members of the audience were
aslonishingly young — 6, 7, 8,
11, Parents browght the young
fry., because lhey conmsider
Cassidy’s image wholesome o
the show, “The Partridge
Family;™

Caseidy, who starled ag an
actor, nen-singkng, doing most-
t,'rT‘-". is from 2 show business
amily, His parents, Ewvelyn
Ward and Jack Cassidy, who
wore divorced when he was §,
amd his stepmother, Shirley
Jones, are in thow business.
Miss Jones plays the mather an
“The Partridge Family” and
member of W3 [amily rock
group. Cassidy's woice and hers
arg heard oo the five “Par
tridge Family™ LPs; the ather
voices are not lhose of (ke
young aclors seen in the TV
series. The first Parlridge
Farmily release, "1 Think I Lave
You," featuring Cassidy's
volee, was a hil amd his [irst ose
under his own name,
“Cherish,” last October. alsoe
was i hil

O the Aprll 18 besiselling
charts, Cazsidy's “Could It Be
Forever?” was Mo, 18, down
from the previous week's high
of 15 and the Pariridge
Family's "Am | Logisg You?
was Mo 44 and climbing, On (he
LP chari. his lirst LP in kis own
name, “Cherish,”” was Na, 15,
down from (2. where il pad
glaved for three weeks, and
“The Partridge Family Shop
ming Hag™ was 29 apd climbing.

Cassidy doesn'L say anylhing
startling when interviewed, bul
he warks up sleam a eouple of
limes. For inslance, he says,
“People say to me, ‘Give ouwr

kids samething to 1u|'|m|,_
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something (o believe in.
Everybody wanis to make me
e Pied Piper and ['m not.

CAdulls say, “Yeu have all
this Influence or owr youth,
What are you doing o save
Uy rom this wicked world?

“How can 1 tell anyone what
o do? Hew ds T koow what is
right for them? Whal is rlght
ler me is not necessarily right
fer you_ [t's oaly eight o me at
1his time.

“Somotimes ihe kids
themizelves ask, They wrile and
want advice and =iy, 'l know
vau'd know how ta handle
things like this." How would 171
eouldn’t handle things like that
when 1 was thal age.”

Cassidy also enjoys lalking
aboul times he has dispoised
lrimwseif Lo get 1o stages with no
Casy entrance. such as at Attan-
tie City. “*And Pee had o move
three times in the Los Angles
area. Kids come o my house,
which I ean't tolerate. And they
dress up Az maids anad
bartenders and Lry o get 10 me
in hpbels.

“They don'l know whal to do
when they do get o the door.
They jost gel Mustered when
they get up do mao. They haven't
thought pasl the conquest. They
tea L ko what o do — unbess
Ihey're in a group, Then they
atback.”

How does Cassidy deal with
fame? “Man has learned lo
deal wilh much heavier things
[han thal. There have been ohe
slacles apd inconvenlences bul
the majoriny of it is just really
nice,”

Like what® I might ke
easier Lo say what [ don’l enjoy
Iram swecess. | don't enfoy Lhe

per idol

loss of privacy. I don't par-
ticularly cnjoy seelng stars in
prople's eves. 1 don't enjoy nol
being able 1o go out and hang
loagse and oot be aoliced,

“The Fartridge Family™ is in
its secomd season. This srason
Caksidy. in the series, iz 17
Aclpally, he is 22 Nexl season,
lor which shooting stacts in
May, he'll be 18

"It certainly  docs  gel
liresome doing a sories. The
same people, the same
siluatioms, the same house, Lhe
same  Iriends, szame
everything.” [s he tired enough
of i o quil? “Evenleally, hut
rl mow . Bul I oan't see mysell
belng 23 on 'The Pa riridge
Family” amd st singing and
playing guitar in a wheelchair,
ooz Cagsidy expeet to be in a
whielcliair al 257 Mo, tut 1'd
Teel tike .

From  lhe interview, the
Erotp in the room go by
limeusine to John Jay Colloge
af Criminal Justier, for a press
confercice of writers from
Mew York high school and
caltege newspapers, The girl
introdecing him  zays usatally
they have paliticeal figures., hul
al pregent lhey're all cam
ﬂaignllg for the presidency, so
ere is David Cassidy.

Cassidy. says, “I'm sorry |
showed wp instead of Hichard
Migan,"

Cassldy Bmswers into &
micraphons but since nobody
repeats the qeeslions, most of
the time robody knows whal is
belng ansecrod.

“How does it feel heing hack
in Mew Yark? Has it changed?”

“Well. 1 waz here aboul a
manth agn so 1 den't think the
change it since then, T Jived
here theee years ago. IU's a
dirly a5 it ever was. This Lime |
haver'ts been cul on the
slreels,”

“How do you ma aboul
aprealing to college kids™

0 den’t eare I 1 do or don|
apqeal bo college kids or adulis.
I ne langer go through the in-
securily of feeling thal 1°m oaly
fullowed by a cerlain age growp,
I zomeone in ecllege can free
themselves of ihe idea that il =
not hip or sophisticated to ke
e, i,

“Teen magazines wrile v
up as being aimost perfeet. Are

T e

“Absolately ool That has
Been une of my main concerns,
because shvinusly 1%m nat. ™

Well, vou'd never be ahic o
sell that ides to the fans al the
concerls thal Cassidy has boon
Faying on weekends during fhe
ast vear — nol ai places fike
I 000-5e0t Madison Sguare
Garden or two nights at the
Astrodame. There he drew 42, -
0 each mighl.



